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The Quest for Public 
Health in Manchester
The industrial city, the NHS 
and the recent history

Manchester was the original modern city. From 
the notorious districts of high mortality around 
1840, through the scandals around 1900 over 
the poor physiques of would-be soldiers, it has 
been a classic case in the world-history of 
industrialisation and health. This book briefl y 
reviews the story to World War Two, including 
new historical research; but then the focus is on 
the lesser-known history of the last sixty years.

From 1948, under the National Health Service, 
public health functions were progressively 
detached from the City Council and increasingly 
subject to central government policies. This 
book analyses the local consequences, as the 
focus of public health moved from infectious 
diseases towards chronic complaints. For the last 
thirty years it explores the effects of repeated 
reorganisations, the responses to new infectious 
diseases, and the emergence of newer issues 
such as obesity. It includes the continuing work 
of the City Council, along with the various NHS 
authorities, and follows their interactions with 
public health teaching and research in the 
University of Manchester.

For the better nurturing of complex public 
services, we need to learn from experience 
– and most experience is local. We hope that this 
pioneering essay in recent local history will be of 
benefi t, both in Manchester and beyond.
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Front cover: Manchester Town Hall in 1967. 
Removing ninety years of air pollution from 
the headquarters of city government.
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The quest for public health in Manchester: the industrial 
city, the NHS and the recent history
Emma L Jones and John V Pickstone

Manchester is a classic case in the world-history of
industrialisation and health. This pioneering book outlines 
the long history but focuses on the last 60 years. It analyses 
the roles and interactions of the City council, academic public 
health and the changing structures of the NHS. For one key city, 
it explores the responses both to new health challenges and to 
political revisions – in the hope that we can learn from history.

ISBN 978-0-9558971-1-5, 176 pages, pbk, illustrated 
 USUAL PRICE £15, OFFER PRICE £12

The history of science and technology in the North West 
(Vol 18 ( 2007) of the Manchester Region History Review)

Edited by John Pickstone
Perhaps better than any other city, Manchester illustrates the 
historical relations between the growth of science and the growth 
of industry. The introduction to this volume provides a sketch map; 
the articles range from seventeenth century astronomy to debates 
about science policy. They span from early textile engineering 
to industrial research labs, and from meteorology to museums, 
vividly illustrating the range of historical scholarship and the 
centrality of Manchester.    

ISSN 0952-4320, 192 pages, pbk, illustrated 
 USUAL PRICE £12, OFFER PRICE £10

Community, professions and business: a history of the 
Central Manchester Teaching Hospitals and the NHS
Helen K Valier and John V Pickstone
In 2009 five Manchester hospitals – Manchester Royal Infirmary, 
St Mary’s, the Royal Eye Hospital and the children’s hospitals 
now at Pendlebury and Booth Hall – will be housed together in a 
largely new complex. This book outlines their histories, focusing 
on the NHS years. It analyses both medical and managerial 
developments, including contested restructurings.  It aims to 
show how repeated national policy changes interacted with local 
histories, thus contributing to policy studies as well as medical 
and regional history.  

ISBN 978-09558971-2-2, 128 pages, pbk, illustrated USUAL PRICE £12, OFFER PRICE £10

NEW HISTORIES OF SCIENCE, MEDICINE & HEALTH IN MANCHESTER
Order using details overleaf

Also available from John Rylands University Library Shop, 150 Deansgate, Manchester
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Reconfiguring Biological Sciences in the late twentieth 
century: a study of the University of Manchester 
Duncan Wilson
The second half of the twentieth century saw massive
changes in the biological sciences. Research methods were
transformed, new applications were developed, and biomedical 
sciences were reorganised world-wide. This is first local case-study 
of such changes, focusing on the 1980s and 90s. Accessibly written, 
it explores the causes of the Manchester reforms, and the effects 
on research, teaching, publicity and the economic regeneration of 
Manchester.

ISBN 978-0-9558971-0-8. USUAL PRICE £15, OFFER PRICE £12 *
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Medical history in Manchester: health and healing in an 
industrial city, 1750-2005 (Vol 87, number 1 ( 2005) of the Bulletin of the 
John Rylands University Library of Manchester)

Ed John V Pickstone and Stella V F Butler
t he Introduction surveys the history and the literature. The articles range 
from Cholera 1832, to recent hip replacements, via issues of medical 
professionalisation, rabies, Jewish medical charities, academic medicine 
and the recent history of the teaching hospital; plus guides to local 
medical archives and the medical school museum collections. Most of 
the articles were written at the Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine, 
University of Manchester, and represent the best of recent scholarship. 

ISSN 0301102X,  
OFFER PRICE £10 *

* to order the two titles on this page, contact Judith Kent at John Rylands 
University Library, Oxford Rd., Deansgate, Manchester, M13 9PP, 0161 275 3734.
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For further information on the history of science, technology 
and medicine go to www.manchester.ac.uk/chstm


